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     Thanksgiving is the season for gratitude, for 

sharing, for remembering the special people in 

our lives.  At this special time, Nihonmachi 

Little Friends is giving thanks to all of you for 

your generous support and guidance, as it 

moves forward with its Plant A Seed Campaign 

(PASC).   

     NLF is happy to report that it has received a 

stream of grants, pledges, and donations since 

the last newsletter.  NLF has obtained a grant 

from the Herbst Foundation which will go 

toward the construction of the elevator, making 

the addition and the current Sutter Street build-

ing fully ADA compliant, and a grant from the 

Herzstein Foundation, which will be used for 

general construction.   

     Generous donations and pledges have also 

been received from numerous individuals as 

well as the following community groups and 
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organizations, including the Parent and 

Teacher Community Council of the Japa-

nese Bilingual and Bicultural Program at 

Rosa Parks School, JACL San Francisco 

Chapter, Japanese American Religious 

Federation, San Francisco Associates and 

Enchantees, and Japanese Chamber of 

Commerce of Northern California.   In ad-

     It’s been another successful and eventful 

year for Nihonmachi Little Friends, thanks to 

the continued loyal support from all of you!  

Our teaching staff has continued to develop 

their in-depth study projects with the students 

on numerous topics at both the preschools and 

After School Program, and there were several 

special fieldtrips and activities the students 

were able to experience thanks to funding 

through Preschool For All, First 5 San Francis-

co.  We are so proud that San Francisco voters 

approved (Prop C) the extension of the Chil-

dren’s Fund and Public Education Enrichment 

Fund this past November which includes con-

tinued funding for 4 year olds in the City!  It 

will help to keep families in the City!! 

     The children’s Dowa no Omatsuri theater 

performances in February focused on the theme 

of dreaming big, sharing and caring. In April, 

the students marched in the Cherry Blossom 

Festival parade, and NLF’s skewered beef 

booth sold out of its popular barbecue meat!   

We couldn’t have asked for better weather for 

our second “Big Steps 4 Little Friends” 5K 

Run/Walk this past October, and our recent Su-

shi Social celebrated NLF’s 39th year at its 1830 

Sutter Street facility with a program in the Ta-

teuchi Auditorium. 

     Our Tateuchi Auditorium also hosted the 

Japanese tea ceremony presentations over three 

of the four days of the Cherry Blossom Festi-

val, and a musical performance produced by 

Melody Takata, featuring Chizuru Hamada 

(Nagauta Shamisen Master from Tokyo) and  

Tatsu Aoki on  the shamisen in July. 

     And finally, the Plant A Seed Campaign 

(PASC) is close to becoming a reality as we 

look toward early 2015 to break ground on the 

project!  The plans are in the Dept. of Build-

ing Inspection so we are awaiting our building 

permit to go out to bid and then begin con-

struction.  Please help spread the word about 

this monumental effort, as we still need more 

financial assistance to complete this exciting 

project! 

     Wishing you a Joyous Holiday Season and 

a Happy and Healthy New Year!! 

Over 160 guests enjoyed delicious food at the Sushi Social in 
November. 

Bush Site preschoolers enjoy singing songs to the  seniors at 
Kimochi Home. 



vice). 

     Next, the Group came up with 

ideas for promoting the brand new 

mail service.  They created many ads 

and placed them throughout the 

ASP.  They also visited the other 

groups to personally explain about 

the ASPPS rules as well as how the 

system works. As the first promo-

tional effort, they passed out infor-

mational flyers, with a piece of can-

dy for enticement, with the ASPPS 

stamp attached to the candy. The 

ASP children would need to use that 

stamp in order to send their mail.  

     After 2 months of hard work pre-

paring to open the brand new mail-

ing service, the Group was more than 

ready to announce the opening day 

of the ASPPS on Monday, Novem-

ber 3!   

     The children were very excited to 

see how many letters they got in the 

                      (continued on page 7) 

many pictures of mailboxes from 

around the world to decide the best 

design.   

     They went on a fieldtrip to inves-

tigate the actual mailboxes that are  

used by the USPS, and realized that 

they were in need of making a logo 

as well as the collection time sign, to 

run the service efficiently.  After 

much discussion, they decided to 

name their mail service, ASPPS 

(After School Program Postal Ser-

     Last year, the After School Pro-

gram (ASP) K-1st grade children 

showed interest in exploring the mail 

system in the United States.   Before 

school let out for the summer, the 

ASP teachers asked the families to 

send post cards during the break.  

The ASP ended up receiving  many 

post cards from all over the world.   

     When the new school year start-

ed, the K-2nd graders enjoyed read-

ing and investigating all the post 

cards received.  Many children 

showed interest in the different 

stamps, while others wondered how 

the post cards arrived at the ASP 

from all over the world.  By re-

searching how mail  is transported to 

the ASP, they decided to open their 

own mail service system at the ASP.  

     First, Yosuke-sensei’s Group put 

all their effort into making a big 

mailbox, as the symbol of the ASP 

mail service. They looked through 

dition, NLF’s second annual Big 

Steps for Little Friends 5K Run and 

Walkathon ended with much suc-

cess, with more than 150 people in 

attendance.  (See the photos and 

write-up on pg. 4) 

      Join us in planting a seed in our 

community.  Thanks to your strong 

trust and confidence in us, our seed 

is about to grow and develop.  The 

San Francisco Planning Commission 

recently approved NLF’s preschool 

addition project, making it the first 

community project after the Japan-

town Cultural Heritage and Econom-

ic Sustainability Strategy (JCHESS) 

was established.  Now we are work-

ing to obtain our building permit 

from the City.  As momentum and 

donations to this project continue to 

grow, we estimate that we will break 

ground by early 2015. 

     Our immediate goal is to raise 

$250,000 by early 2015 to qualify 

for a construction loan.  We will 
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continue to fundraise during the 

construction period so we can re-

structure the loan into a mortgage 

loan with a lower principal 

amount.  Contributions to our Plant 

A Seed Campaign are an invest-

ment in San Francisco’s children 

and in our neighborhood.  Here are 

ways for you to get involved with 

the campaign: 

 Make a multiple-year pledge 

toward a donor wall level; 

 Make a one-time gift of any 

amount.  Please contact us if 

you are interested in making a 

gift of stock; 

 Form a group for a naming 

opportunity; 

 Get your family and friends 

together and share the effort; 

and  

 Introduce the campaign com-

mittee to prospective donors. 

     There are a variety of recogni-

tion opportunities for donors to the 

Capital Campaign Update  (continued) 

Plant A Seed Campaign, and some 

naming opportunities are already be-

ing fulfilled by supporters.  We wel-

come the chance to speak with you in 

detail about the specific donor wall 

and/or naming opportunities at each 

level, beginning at $5,000. 

     On behalf of the children, their 

families, our staff, Board and PASC 

Committee, we thank you for your 

continued support and generosity.   

ASPPS Office’s official sign done by Y group 

In-depth Study on Mail  by  Maya Yoshikawa 

Presentation to honorees, Yuki and Sam Seiki 

and Warren Eijima at the Sushi Social. 
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     NLF celebrated its 39th Anniver-

sary event on Friday, November 21st, 

at its 1830 Sutter Street building.  

Masanobu “Massy” Sato and his 

associates prepared a delectable array 

of delicious sushi, and along with the 

delicious sushi, over 160 guests en-

joyed other foods, drinks and great 

company. 

     

The program portion of the event was 

emceed by Adrienne Pon, the Execu-

tive Director of the 

S.F. Immigrant 

Rights Commission 

and the Office of Civ-

ic Engagement and 

Immigrant Affairs, 

who is also the proud 

grandmother of Remi, 

a current NLF Bush Site preschooler.   

Consul General Masato Watanabe 
welcomed the at-

tendees, and the 

guests were then 

treated to a special 

performance by 

Kaori Nakano who 

sang “Akatonbo”, 

accompanied on 

keyboard by NLF 

parent, Kaoru Kida Mesa.   Six year 
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old NLF alum, Kenzo Mesa, then 

performed “He’s a Pirate” from 

Pirates of the Caribbean on key-

board.  

     Honored that evening were Sam 

and Yuki Seiki and Warren (and 

late wife, June) Eijima, long-time 

Nisei grandparent supporters who 

are exemplary role models of com-

munity supporters and an inspira-

tion to all.   Between them, their six 

grandchildren attended NLF’s pro-

grams, and now range in ages from 

13 years to their early 30s.  They 

have continued to attend and sup-

port NLF events each year, long 

after their grandchildren have left 

the programs, and have contributed 

greatly to the growth and develop-

ment of the organization in Japan-

town, over its many years.    The 

honorees were presented framed 

Sushi Social                                                            

artwork, created by the Sutter Site 

preschoolers and teacher, Misa 

Okayama. 

     Mr. Eijima shared some 

thoughts afterwards:  “As I near my 

94th birthday next March, I wish to 

share a sentiment along with Sam, 

that honestly, it’s quite an honor to 

receive community recognition 

while we’re still both alive and 

kicking.  However, I want to return 

the recognition bestowed on us to 

the NLF Staff and Board for your 

dedication and service to the com-

munity.  Particularly, I want to 

thank Cathy Inamasu and Mari 

Matsumoto, for nearly four decades 

Honorees Sam and Yuki Seiki and Warren Eijima 
and their families 

Performers Kaoru Kida Mesa, Kenzo Mesa and 
Kaori Nakano 

of sustained and loving care for 

all the children of our village.  

You honor me, but it is the recog-

nition and gratitude for the exist-

ence of NLF that my family wishes 

to acknowledge.  Again, NLF – 

Thank you very much for all your 

loving and dedicated service to 

the community!”  

     NLF Capital Campaign Com-

mittee members, Joyce Oishi and 

Karen Kai, updated the audience 

on the status of the Plant a Seed 

Campaign (see update on the 

Campaign on pg. 1).  To enthusi-

astic applause, Joyce announced 

that the S.F. Planning Commis-

sion unanimously approved the 

plans for this project on Septem-

ber 18th and HKIT Architects had 

filed final papers with the Depart-

ment of Building Inspection for 

the building permit application.  

Karen recognized woodwork de-

signer, George Slack, who built 

the the Issei Women’s Legacy 

Donor Wall in the 1830 Sutter 

lobby.  He has a long working 

relationship with Kaz Naganuma  

of NDD Creative, who designed 

the wall.  George will be retiring 

shortly, but has graciously agreed 

to complete NLF’s second donor 

wall in the new building as his last 

project with Kaz! 

     The program concluded with 

Dale Minami and Ai Mori, par-

ents of Ellie, a current NLF Sutter 

Site preschooler, speaking about 

their personal connections to the 

historic 1830 Sutter Street facility 

(former Japanese YWCA), and 

NLF’s importance to future gener-

ations and Japantown in general.  

They reiterated the crucial need to 

assist NLF in raising the funds to 

complete this new addition pro-

ject. 

 

 

*Sushi Social photos courtesy of Koji 

Iwata 



Visiting expert, Taisei, introduced a new word to 
the children’s vocabulary, “Mineral”.  He also 

talked about how rocks get “tumbled” around by 

wind, water, etc. over time, and about rock 
“density”. 

also developed an 

understanding 

that rocks come 

in many different 

shapes, sizes and 

colors, just like 

themselves! 

used, etc.  The rock study was incor-

porated into many aspects of the dai-

ly curriculum and throughout the 

year. 

     The children discovered that rocks 

are everywhere…on the stairs or 

ground, a rock bench, at construction 

sites watching big machines used to 

break down rock buildings, cracking 

up concrete, etc.  The children also 

made connections between rocks and 

their personal experiences, such as 

finding rocks during their family 

trips to museums and big rocks in 

Yosemite such as Half Dome.  They 

     At the Sutter Site preschool, Misa-

sensei’s 4 year old students began an 

in-depth study on rocks when one of 

the students brought in 2 rocks he had 

found, describing them as eggs – big 

and small eggs.  This started a discus-

sion with other children who offered: 

“Nooo, they are rocks.  They are 

hard”, “They are rocks, look like 

eggs”, “The white one is a baby egg 

and the black one is a Mommy egg.  

You crack the shell and put it in the 

nest”, “They are rocks.  These are dif-

ferent shapes – kind of like rectangle, 

circle, diamond and square”, “Looks 

like a painting rock.  It’s gonna be a 

rainbow rock”, “We can paint them!”, 

The shapes are different”, “The black 

one is round and the white one is a 

triangle.  We can crack them but not 

really smash them, because they are 

too hard!” 

     As part of their study, the children 

decided to have a “cracking experi-

ment”, which led to exploring such 

things as how rocks can be cracked 

and what was inside them, classifying 

them by texture, how rocks can be 

     While studying hats, the Bush Site 

preschool 3 year olds in Makiko-

sensei’s  Clam Group, noticed that 

each hat had a tag on the inside with 

different symbols on them.  The chil-

dren were encouraged to guess what 

the different symbols meant before 

investigating each.  The following are 

some conversations among the chil-

dren discussing the 

        “no ironing” symbol :  

 

“It looks like a triangle”, “I think it’s 

onigiri”, “I know onigiri, my mom 

makes it”, “Looks like a foot”, “Looks 

like a sock, too”, “I think daddy’s 

foot”,  “No, it’s mommy’s foot”, “No 

shoes!”, “I don’t wear shoes inside 

home”, “I don’t either”, “but I do”, “I 

think, no foot”, “I think don’t step on 
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it”, “Yes, I think it says , be careful”, 

“yes, don’t step on the hat”… 

     The children were encouraged to 

participate and share their own ideas 

and thoughts freely, using their imag-

ination.  They were also learning how 

to accept their friends’ differing opin-

ions throughout the process of the 

project.  

In-depth Study on Tags                                                  

In-depth Study on Rocks                                                  

The children searched for the tags on 
other clothing items. 

Clothes were sorted and classified by “tags” or 
“no tags”. 

The children explored more about an iron by 
creating melted crayon artwork using an iron. 

Making observational drawings. 

Attempting to crack the 
rocks. 

Personification of rocks.  

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fen.wikipedia.org%2Fwiki%2FLaundry_symbol&ei=kx6LVLzmJ8azggSinIKYDA&bvm=bv.81828268,d.eXY&psig=AFQjCNFkQxHTwLfdBMPwAV0gJqZiacssdQ&ust=14184898684


PhotoNLF parent, Mary Innes and her son Ronin, 
helped staff our PASC table at the Nchi Bei Foun-

Thank You to Our Event 

Sponsors! 
 Calbee 

 Carion & Doty LLP 

 Eugene Tomine, Attorney 

 Hirose Family, in Loving 

Memory of Bill Hirose 

 Mary and Kenzo Mizono 

 Paragon Estate Group 

 Sanrio 

 Sports Authority 

 Xperience 2 
 
 

Special thanks to our great volun-

teers and raffle donors: 
   Asian American Recovery Services  

   Rich Eijima 

   Tomi Eijima 

   Todd Eshima 

   Keith & Grant Eshima 

   Mitsuko Espinoza 

   George Washington High School  

        Japanese Honor Society Members 

   Lyn & Craig Hamakawa 

   Miki Heitzman 

   Peter Herzstein 

   Cathy Inamasu 

   Yosuke Kameshita 

   Carol Kawasaki-Wong 

   Ryoko Kobayashi 

   Susan Kobayashi 

   Gary Kono 

   Mari Matsumoto 

   Bryant Miura 

   Naomi Miura 

   Hank Moore 

   Myly Muraki 

   Corrine Nagata 

   Diane Noguchi 

   Lauren & Taylor Noguchi 

   Misa Okayama 

   Kimiko Peters 

   Augie Phillips 

   Michelle Rait 

   Adrienne Shiozaki-Woo 

   Melody Takata & GenRyu Arts 

   Koji Taniyama 

   Larry Terry 

   Cynthia Tsuchimoto 

   Yuji Uchida 

   Cori Wang 

   Jay Wang 

   Greg Wong 

   Raymond Woo 

   Fen Xiao 

   Jan Yonemoto 

   Shelly Yonemoto 

   Maya Yoshikawa 

   Bryant Yung 

Volunteers met to start the set up for our 

2nd annual 5K Run/Walk in the cold dark 

hours in Lindley Meadows.  With the 

grass still wet from the night time dew, the 

ray of sun coming through the trees was a 

welcome sight. 

The registration table was ready for eager 

participants for our 5K run /walk.  
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Big Steps 4 Little Friends   (5K Run/Walk)          

At 9:00am the runners are off!!  Mem-

bers of Melody Takata’s GenRyu Arts 

played taiko to get the runners and 

walkers ready for the big event.   

Walkers enjoyed the beautiful weather 

and scenic walk in Golden Gate Park.    

Corrine Nagata of NAGATA Dance, led 

some stretching exercises and games for 

the children after the runners and walk-

ers got back to Lindley Meadows.  

Special thank you to Carol Kawasaki-

Wong, Greg Wong and Myly Muraki for 

the great photos. 

Alum volunteers helped serve compli-

mentary lunch for the participants. 

Hope to see you out here next 

year!  We’d love to see more NLF 

alums join us.  Please send us your 

email contact information to  

nlfchildcare@gmail.com or  

go to our website at 

www.nlfchildcare.org. 



 

General Program Support:  Your contribution will 

go toward keeping our service fees affordable for our 

predominately low to moderate income families.  

There are many ways for you to support the work of 

NLF (check NLF’s website for other ideas).   

 

 Designate your contributions through the United 

Way, and Combined Charities Federal Cam-

paign, to go directly to NLF.  NLF’s code num-

ber is 3251. 

 Escrip is an easy way to have a portion of your 

shopping go directly to NLF.  Just go to 

Escrip.com and follow the  

        directions to register. 

 Donate Your Car to NLF by calling 877-411-

3662 for free pick-up.  Please mention NLF as 

the recipient of your donation. 

 Online Donation:  You can give online through 

our website at www.nlfchildcare.org   

 Remember NLF in your will or estate plan-

ning.   

 NLF is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization.  Your 

contribution is tax-deductible to the extent al-

lowed by law. 

 Amazon Smile  If you shop online at Ama-

zon.com, you can designate a portion of your 

purchases to go to NLF by signing up at 

www.amazonsmile.com and select charity:  

       Nihonmachi Little Friends 

big mailbox.  Unfortunately, they found only a few letters that they could 

deliver, because most of the senders did not follow the rules.    

     The Group got together and discussed how they could promote the 

ASPPS rules and the importance of sending pleasant mail to each other.  

Many children wanted to make a video clip like a TV commercial to pro-

mote the rules, while others suggested making special holiday post cards 

to send to Santa Claus to promote a happy mail service system.   

     The Group is currently working on designing the special holiday post 

cards.  They will combine their drawings into one special design for the 

post card. The Group is also planning to make a video clip to encourage 

the ASP children to follow the ASPPS rules.  

     The ASP is planning to hold their annual Holiday Party on Thursday, 

December 18th.  During the party, the Group will ask Yuji Santa, who is 

a “friend” of Santa Claus in the North Pole, to deliver their holiday post 

cards to Santa.  

ASPPS 

logo to 

the 

right. 

In-Depth Study on Mail   (continued from page 2) 

Megumi Abeysekera 

Holly Dela Cruz 

Eli Hiroi 

Cathy Inamasu 

Kai Kaapana 

Yosuke Kameshita 

Ryoko Kobayashi 

Mari Matsumoto 

Naomi Miura 

Lisa Mizuiri 

Keiko Moore 

Michelle Nitahara 

Roger Gula 

Peter Herzstein 

Koji Iwata 

John Lei 

Joyce Oishi 

Jennie Ottinger 

Kimiko Peters 

Augie Phillips 

Sheryl Serafino 

Ken Sogabe 

Liz Street 

Tony Tam 

Mie Yaginuma 

Cathy Inamasu 

Karen Kai 

Makiko Kambayashi 

Susan Kobayashi 

Gary Kono 

Mari Matsumoto 

Kaz Naganuma 

Joyce Oishi 

Adrienne Shiozaki Woo 

Cynthia Tsuchimoto 

Manoh Tsukii 

Misa Okayama 

Makiko Romero 

Sara Scarf 

Mika Stjernvall 

Koji Taniyama 

Yuji Uchida 

Fen Xiao 

Yuwen Ye 

Olivia Yee 

Maya Yoshikawa 

Anna You 

Bryant Yung 

Nihonmachi Little Friends 
 

Staff 

                     Board of Directors 
 

Adrienne Shiozaki Woo, Board Chairperson 
 

Curtis Lowe, Board Vice-Chairperson 

Capital Campaign Committee 

Ways to Support NLF 
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2031 Bush Street 

San Francisco, CA  94115 

NIHONMACHI  LIT TLE FRI END S 

Phone: 415-922-8898 

Fax: 415-922-0135 

Email: NLFChildcare@gmail.com 

 

SAVE THE DATE: 
 

Dowa No Omatsuri: A Festival of  
Children’s Stories Fundraiser 

 
Sunday, March 8th 12:00pm –

4:00pm 
Palace of Fine Arts Theatre 

The preschoolers were able to take a char-

tered bus to Hidden Villa  Farms in June.   

Soko Bukai Legal Team Members, Dale Minami, Ai 

Mori, Don Tamaki, Superior Court Judge Tracie Brown 

& Karen Kai at the 2014 Sushi Social. 

NLF family ice skating outing. 
Check out our VIDEO highlighting NLF’s successes and 

goals at www.NLFchildcare.org.  

http://www.NLFchildcare.org

